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‘… information or an opinion (including information or an opinion forming part of a database 

and whether or not recorded in a material form) about an individual whose identity is apparent 

or can reasonably be ascertained from the information or opinion.’ 

Section 5(2) of the HRIP Act provides that personal information includes: 

 ‘… such things as an individual’s fingerprints, retina prints, body samples or genetic 

characteristics.’ 
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(2) … directly or indirectly, except for the purposes of this Act or otherwise in connection with the  

 exercise of the person’s functions under this Act -  

(a)  make a record of any information, or 

(b)  disclose or communicate to any person any information, 

 being information acquired by the person by reason of, or in the course of, the exercise of the 

person’s functions under this Act. 
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